UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS (“SYNAPOMORPHIES”)

All parrots in the family Psittacidae have several defining features or “synapomorphies” that separate them from other modern birds. They are described fully on 10,000 Birds (2009) and include:

· large, round, hooked beak

· high-placed nostrils

· large round head

· short neck

· compact body

· highly-specialized “zygodactylous” feet (two toes point forwards and two point backwards)

· powdered down

Athan and Deter (2009) describe the synapomorphies of African Greys that make them unique. The defining characteristics of African Greys (Psittacus erithacus) include:

· grey feathers with a distinctive red tail

· solid black mandible

· slight sexual dimorphism

· a large capacity for vocabulary (up to 800 words) 

· interspecific mimicry

· proven cognitive ability (Pepperberg and Willner 1997)

